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Chou Yu-Cheng: Paper Folding

Dates | 10.07.2023-01.27.2024

Reception | 10.07.2023 (Sat.) 4:30 p.m.

Venue | TKG+ 1F, No.15, Ln. 548, Ruiguang Rd., Neihu Dist., Taipei 114, Taiwan
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Chou Yu-Cheng B % Reception
Solo Exhibition: 2023.10.7 (Sat.)
Paper Folding

A hazy basement where handmade noodles were being air-dried, Dyson air purifiers and robot vacuums, an
oversized plate, pieces of interior trim, and paintings made with scouring pads — these elements constituted
Chou Yu-Cheng: Refresh, Sacrifice, New Hygiene, Infection, Clean, Robot, Air, Housekeeping,
jackercleaning.com, Cigarette, Dyson, Modern People lll, the artist’'s 2018 solo exhibition at TKG+. With a
theatrical flair, an unconventional juxtaposition of objects and a minimalist performance, Chou’s solo
exhibitions in the past several years have shifted toward a spectacle of emotional void. Hardly personal on the
surface, his work is imbued with a consistent sense of minimalism and obsessive aesthetics. Paper Folding,
his latest solo exhibition at TKG+, diverges from the artist’s previous practice of diverse mediums, and
introduces a new body of paintings where his signature aesthetics — clean, crisp composition executed with
grace, geometric shapes rendered in orderly, harmonious gradient color blocks — reigns in a post-modernist
mood.
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Recent years have seen him begin making gradient paintings. Pivoting away from his previous methodology,
the artist started experimenting with different coloring techniques based on fluid dynamics in 2020. The
outbreak of the pandemic, which restricted movement and activity, left the artist with more time to focus on this
painting experiment. He leverages the differences in pigments within the paints, allowing the flow of water to
generate a dense gradient texture, ultimately creating distinctive sheets of colored paper. This marks not only
the inception of the “Moody” series (2020-2022), where assiduous craftsmanship conjures meticulously cut

pieces of paper on canvas to form clinical compositions, but also the beginning of his exploration into emotion.

The title “Paper Folding,” a direct reference to his latest body of work, denotes the artist’'s choice of medium
and the principal element that constitutes the image of his work. The precarious stacks of paper, light as a
feather yet prone to collapse, gravitate toward a fleeting display of intimacy that is hard to articulate: a lack of
sorrow though on the verge of coming undone, an absence of joy in the presence of vibrant color. What the
artist grapples with is less the paper itself than his emotion. The disorienting three years of the pandemic, for
him, were as much a cure as they were a curse. Inevitably forced to slow down during the days of lockdown,
he began a coloring experiment with a single sheet of paper, which served as the basis of his painting practice.
In the seemingly loose stacking of paper and fastidious arrangement of geometric shapes, Chou Yu-Cheng

meditates a minimalist aesthetics by turning his attention away from the exterior to the inner world.

Chou Yu-Cheng

Born in 1976 in Taipei, Taiwan

Lives and works in Taipei, Taiwan

Chou Yu-Cheng graduated from the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris and the research
program - La Seine. Working across a wide range of mediums from installation, publication, performance to
painting, the artist investigates the interrelationship between society and aesthetics through a minimalist yet
thoughtfully choreographed skill set of knowledge and aesthetics that allows him to reveal the peculiarities of

art, object, and space.
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Chou Yu-Cheng has exhibited internationally, including solo exhibitions at the TKG", Taipei (2018); Edouard
Malingue Gallery, Shanghai (2017) and Hong Kong (2016), China; Kiinstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin (2015);
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2014); Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (2014);
and Museum of Contemporary Art Denver, Colorado, U.S. (2008); as well as group exhibitions at the Lyon
Biennial, France (2019); Liverpool Biennial, U.K. (2018); Art Basel in Hong Kong (Encounters sector) (2018);
the Great Ephemeral, New Museum, New York, U.S. (2015); Asian Art Biennial, National Taiwan Museum of
Fine Arts (2015); Queens International, Queens Museum (2013); and Taipei Biennial (2012). Awards and
recognitions include the Taipei Art Awards, Taiwan (2012) and Taishin Arts Award, Taiwan (2011).
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