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Michael Lin: Raem
Dates | 08.23-10.24.2025

Reception | 08.23.2025 (Sat.) 4:30 p.m.
Venue | TKG+ (B1, No.15, Ln. 548, Ruiguang Rd., Neihu Dist., Taipei, Taiwan)

2025.08.23 - 10.24

Becption
2025.08.23s. 4:30,m TKG*

TKG+ is pleased to announce its first collaboration with Michael Lin in a solo exhibition. In “Raem,” Lin explores
the interplay between perception, space, memory, and presence through a new body of work. Central to the
exhibition is a freestanding structure—a “booth,” whose walls function as both material and conceptual elements
rather than mere backdrop. By treating these walls as permeable, Lin reveals and conceals their internal
construction interchangeably, thus inviting reconsideration of vision’s limits and mediation. Expanding on this
inquiry, Lin incorporates painted motifs derived from lattice windows found in traditional Taiwanese architecture.

These paintings act as visual interfaces, guiding the gaze and foregrounding the act of looking.

The exhibition title, “Raem,” is a Middle Dutch word from the 13" century meaning both “window” and “a frame
with canvas stretched across it,” suggesting a link between architecture and painting. Since the invention of

perspective in the Renaissance, paintings have often been regarded as windows to another world. Meanwhile,
the Chinese title, “& 15" (chuang hua), refers to ornamental lattice window but literally translates to “window
flower.” It introduces a layer of playful ambiguity, as these lattice windows are neither functional windows nor

literal flowers. While they serve to divide private and public spaces—often obstructing the view for both sides—

they may carry cultural associations with blessings and prosperity or even take on a pictorial quality. Lin, known
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for adapting patterns drawn from everyday life, transposes these vernacular motifs onto canvas. In doing so, he
repositions traditional visual symbols within a contemporary artistic vocabulary, opening a dialogue between

interaction and space.

Included in this exhibition are photographs by Lin Tsao, whose work offers a parallel consideration of vision and
spatial intimacy. Although not a member of Lin’s family, Lin Tsao lived for many years in the family’s residence
in Wufeng, Taichung, during the Japanese colonial period. His still lifes of flowers, selected for this exhibition,
emerge from long-term observation, reflecting a tender familiarity with the site and its inhabitants. His lens
becomes a portal through which the Lin family’s life in those times are inconspicuously revealed. Suggesting
looking in from the outside—mirroring us as viewers—the photographs offer a contemplative counterpoint to

Michael Lin’s construction.

Throughout “Raem,” Michael Lin dissolves the line between mural painting (caihui), which is integrated into
architecture, and portable painting (huihua), which exists independently. His works consistently oscillate between
these modes: site-specific and inseparable from their architectural contexts, they render space integral to both
the work and its reception. Within this framework, windows and walls are conceptual prompts. Floral imagery
recurs, meanings intersect, and boundaries are continually renegotiated. As viewers move through thresholds—
between interior and exterior, seeing and being seen—perception becomes fluid, enticing an encounter with

space, memory, and presence, an experience ever unfolding.
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